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but he found out by his teaching that the Messiah
was different in all respects from the imaginary
one he had been instructed to believe in by the
false glosses of the Rabbis, and hence his disap-
pointment. The wings of his carnal imagination
had been clipped, and the hopes of his ambition
destroyed ; yet at the same time he believed that
Christ told the truth about himself, and had cor-
roborated it by the divine testimony of works
impossible to man. The Jews had accused him
of blasphemy in these plain words: " Because,
being a man, thou makest thyself equal with God."
Now if Christ had been only a man, he would
have been guilty of blasphemy; if only a good
man, he would have corrected their mistake and
repudiated their imputation, but he did not do it;
if, then, Judas had not been convinced that he was
more than man, how easily and how justly could
he have accused him with a good conscience!
I low much more than a man, perhaps he would
not have undertaken to say; but when Christ
manifested before his eyes the incommunicable at-
tributes of God, which cannot be imparted to any
of his creatures without destroying the distinction
between Creator and creature, and enabled him
to perform miraculous works, he could not say that
the Saviour of sinners was himself a sinner.
Hence by " innocent blood " he meant purity of
principle and holiness of life.

2. By this declaration Judas must have meant
that the miracles of Christ were genuine, and his
doctrines divine. He himself had been empowered
with the other apostles to work miracles, and